The gathering of the CRCMA in Grand Rapids, Michiga in May 2
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A Word From the President

It was good to be together this past May. As spring ap-
proaches every year, I always look forward to the opportu-
nity to gather as colleagues in ministry, planted on various
campuses across North America. The CRCMA Conference
is always a highlight.

As T look back on our time together in Grand Rapids, I
can’t help but reflect back on Jamie Smith’s talk, particularly
the section which he entitled, “Choirs, Tribes and the Post-
modern Multi-versity.” In that section, he described our cur-
rent situation this way:

For centuries, the university was bent on creating agreed-

upon criteria for determining truth. There was a unifying

appreciation of Reason and the rational pursuit of all that
could be declared scientific. Faith, in this season of En
lightenment, was sentenced to the sidelines. It was per
ceived as a myth or a story of only personal significance.
The Reformed tradition, on the other hand, has been pointing
out that everyone of us, Christian or not, has experiences in
our past that shape who we are and lenses through which

we come to understand our world. As campus ministers, we
peer through the lens of God’s redemptive work, and that
lens shapes how we live and what we experience as truth.

In our more postmodern universities, the Reformed tradi-
tion has a great deal to offer. There are fewer people who be-
lieve that there’s a scientific, agreed-upon way to come to
know the truth. Each discipline, whether sociology or biol-
ogy, has its own history, its own experiences and its own
lenses through which the world is interpreted. Jamie Smith
pointed out that it’s increasingly difficult for one “silo” to
talk to another. It’s as if our uni-versities have been replaced
by multi-versities, complete with competing voices and sto-
ries.

Those of us who work in this environment have known
this to be both a blessing and a curse. On the one hand, it
opens the door for us to talk about God’s story and the lens
through which we see the world. On the other hand, it begs
the question: How is our story any different than the others
out there? (continued on page 2)











































