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Our current social condition--the maelstrom of modernity--makes it incredibly difficult for Christian students to form a life that 
integrally connects their personal and public worlds. Characteristically, it is not that they choose to disconnect; rather it is in 
the air they breathe as they grow up in America. Steven Garber: The Fabric of Faithfulness

Living the Story
Everybody loves a good story. If the 

story is good, it captures our imagination 
and keeps us on the edge of our seat in 
excitement and anticipation. Stories are the 
primary means by which we understand 
our world. And stories shape us often 

without our 
even realizing 
it. In our 
culture we’re 
constantly 
surrounded 
by competing 
stories all vying 

for our attention and loyalty. There’s the 
story of consumerism that offers us 
satisfaction and tells us that more is always 
better. Or the story of scientism that offers 
us certainty and tells us that facts are 
always better. There’s also the story of the 
technological imperative that offers us 
omnipotence and tells us that newer is 
always better. These stories are the air we 
breathe. They pursue us relentlessly with 
their images and symbols. So much so that 
rarely do we realize just how deep these 
stories have taken root in our hearts. 

For the past two semesters U of A 
students have been gathering to reflect on 
the major themes of a radical alternative 
story. It’s a strange story, this story of the 
Bible. The Scriptures confront, challenge 
and ultimately dismantle all other stories 
that seek to hold us captive. The story of the 
Bible tells us of an upside kingdom, a 
kingdom of self-sacrificial love, of 
forgiveness, of homecoming, springs in the 
wilderness, and free food. 

We must immerse ourselves into this 
story, allow it’s symbols and images to 
constantly wash over us while we dance to 
its liberating cadences. For it’s through this 

story that we 
come face to 
face with its 
author, the 
crucified and 
resurrected 
messiah Jesus, 
the Lord of the 

universe. This newsletter is meant to 
provide a snapshot of some students who 
have chosen to let the Biblical story be the 
story that shapes them, guides them, and 
transforms them into radical disciples of 
Jesus Christ.

IKON!                                      Volume I Spring, 2010 



2

 Christian Reformed Campus Ministry, University of  Alberta           

Hotdog Sale for Kiva
     Each fall the Lutheran Student 
Movement at the U of A holds a hotdog 
sale. This past fall the LSM asked the 

CRC 
campus 
ministry 
to join 
them for 
this 
event. 
Two 

days in a row students hauled a BBQ, hot 
dogs and pop out to quad and spent 
hours selling the food to ravenous 
U of A students desperate for a cheap 
and quick meal.
     All proceeds for the hotdog sale went 
to Kiva, an online micro-loan initiative 
that connects lenders with impoverished 
entrepreneurs around the globe. These 
micro-loans help local business people 
start or maintain their business without 
becoming shackled with impossible debt. 
The money raised at the hotdog sale 
provided three loans: Ernesto Jose Reyes, 
is an instant coffee supplier in Ecuador 
who is using the money to build a home 
for his family. Juditha Avergonzado, is a 
young woman living in the Philippines 
running a sari-sari (convenience) store. 
The Las Cumbenitas Group is a small 
banking community in Cuenca, Ecuador
who use the loan to breed animals and 
grow food for holiday festivals in their
community. All three lenders have 
already paid back half of their loans. For 
more information you can visit 
www.kiva.org.      

Ice Skating Adventure at 
Hawrelak Park by Kelsey Reimer

     On January 31, 2010 the Crossroads 
undergraduate group from the 
University of Alberta took six refugee 
children to Hawrelak Park to learn how 
to ice skate. The refugee children had just 
recently moved to Edmonton from 
Somalia and were experiencing their first 
Alberta winter. This was the first time 
that the refugee children had been on ice.  
With a lot of excitement in their eyes, the
children took their first steps on the ice
and promptly fell over. While their 
mother watched on and shared much 

   laughter 
   with the 
   leaders and 
   onlookers, 
   the children 
   soon caught 
   on and 
within fifteen 

minutes they were off on their own 
skating around the pond. With huge 
smiles permanently etched on their faces 
it was full steam ahead with no fear of 
falling. With the beautiful weather, the 
day was really fun and rewarding.  
Seeing the smiles and excitement in the
children’s eyes made the whole day 
worthwhile. Being able to teach the 
children how to skate and to welcome 
them into our Christian group made for 
a very special day that will never be 
forgotten. Crossroads is an 
undergraduate group that is co-
sponsored by CRC and Anglican 
Campus Ministries.              
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Student Profiles
Name:                  Sarah Buddingh
Hometown:         Summerland, BC
Program:             MSc Physical Therapy
I have found the Graduate Christian Fellowship 
Bible studies to be a great way to meaningfully 
explore my faith with people at a similar place in 

    life, as well as those 
    with more 
    experience. I 
    have enjoyed the 
    challenging 
    discussions and the 
    freedom to bring up 

whatever topics are important to us. I appreciate 
the meals together (as all students do!) and the 
chance to get to know Christians in other 
disciplines. I also have liked the events that GCF 
has had with other Christian clubs. I became 
involved in these Bible Studies through a friend, 
and have made other friends in the group since I 
joined. Becoming involved in the GCF has been an 
encouraging and meaningful part of my degree 
program.

Name:               David Schermers
Hometown:      Lacombe, AB
Program:          3rd Year Mechanical Engineering
I had heard that the CRC had a chaplain at the U of 
A before I came. When I came to school, I became 
involved in several activities of the chaplaincy. I 
attend weekly bible studies at lunch, and a small 

    group gathering on  
    Thursday evenings. 
    The chaplaincy has 
    been a blessing to me 
    since it provides a faith 
    based community on 
    campus for me to 
    go to. The activities I 

    am involved with are great ways to learn and 
struggle with issues of faith. Having a community 
of Christians to go to is a valuable part of campus 
life. I have met several good friends through the 
activities I am in. I have been challenged, educated, 
and encouraged in Christ through my involvement 
with the chaplaincy.

Book Review by Alyssa Cupido

Searching for God Knows What by Donald Miller

In his book, Searching for God Knows What, Donald Miller looks at our typical approach to religion and how it 
has changed from what Jesus presented when he was here on earth. Miller looks at how we compare 

ourselves to others in a concept he calls the “lifeboat theory”, a concept that explores 
how people will justify who they are and how they are better than everyone else so 
as not to be thrown overboard. Miller challenges us to look at how we compare 
ourselves to others, and how we see people we would consider “less” than 
ourselves. We look at how Jesus broke this mould when he was here, how he didn’t 
play by the “lifeboat” rules and how he found his worth in God, not in how others 
saw him. This book was both challenging and very entertaining to read. Miller asks 

his readers to challenge the ways they have thought about how they present themselves to others and also 
how they see everyone around them.
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! ! ! ! Thank You

for taking the time to read this 
newsletter. If you would like to know 
more about the Christian Reformed 
Campus Ministry at the University of 
Alberta, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with me. I also welcome the 
opportunity to preach in your 
worship community. 

The Christian Reformed Campus Ministry at the University of 
Alberta is a ministry of Classis Alberta North 

(www.classsisalbertanorth.org) and is supported by Christian 
Reformed Home Missions (www.crhm.org)

Students Use Karaoke to Decompress
 On the Thursday of the final week of classes a group 
of undergraduate students headed out to Now and Us 
Karaoke to sing their stress away. Now and Us is a Korean 
style karaoke club that offers private living room style 
lounges. The advantage of such a set up is that one’s 
awkward embarrassment that normally accompanies 
karaoke is witnessed only by the people one knows. For 
three hours students (and the Campus Minister) belted out 
songs of artists ranging from Abba to U2 and Celine Dionne 
to Queen. The grand finale was a JayZ/Alicia Keys duet, 
performed by David and Steven (see photo). Amazingly, 
they had been practicing the song a month before the event! 
Talk about being dedicated. With final exams looming the 
evening of karaoke provided some well needed (and 
deserved!) fun and relaxation. 
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