———

Inside this issue:

On Tea Time and Its
Connections 1
by Jolene Hunter

On Campus Ministry:
a beautiful mess 1
by Paul Verhoef

On Friendship,
Classrooms, and Me 3
by Jessica Lefebvre

On Good Books:
three from my journey 4
by Jesse Hove

Our “Tea Time” painting—made

by a student—to playfully invite
anyone to walk in the door for a

cup full of community.

On Tea Time and Its Connections

After taking the last year away from the University, Centre. With no prior agenda other than to connect
| returned this fall semester for the final year of my with people, | began to find myself seeing the cam-
undergraduate degree. Coming backtothecampupus as a place to fibedo w
| felt very disoriented and lost, and transitioning  class work. If | need a familiar face, | can head to
back into student life proved to be more difficult  the cozy set of offices and be reminded that there
than | expected. Most of my close friends had are many students and staff alike who are on this
graduated, and my year abroad changed my per- journey of academia that is being lived out of a
spective on many things, leaving me questioning common purpose. The language around that pur-
my place in this experience and resisting the returnpose is wide: to seek out God or the Creator, to live
to my usual University endeavours. with the Spirit, to follow Jesus, or a life presence, to
connect deeply to what is common in humanity.
Of most difficulty has been the shifting of my per- Certainly, there are differencésand yet we tend to
spectives on faith and the world. Luckily for me,  find the beauty that we have in common, and live
Paul offered a space for me to connect with stu-  purposely with one another! What a beautiful place.
dents; a space to dialogue about faith and wrestle
with those questions that in most | invited my sistetin-law, who is in graduate stud-
circles, |1 woul igsmfortea afevetimessandiouw time together
enough to articulate. And so | brought me so much energy and joy. We were able
began to run weekly Tea Times to share about our weeks, and reach out to one an-

attheMulttF ai t h Chap ?théeri irhv@%}ever state our spirits happened tb be

- On Campus Ministry: a beautiful mess

| Not too long ago, | was in a con- the pieces, and reassemble elsewhere. Easy, eh?
versation about something that
had really worked. Someone hadl get that. | myself am at times tempted to lean into
an ide® and that idea had just that. But my experience is that | beg, borrow, and
burst into reality, and flourishédabsolutely flour- steal ideas, try to put them into practice, to shape
i shed in this one pl ac ¢themjusMikeu £aw themhoef@e, ahd theh,qust s t
I would guesd an amazing coffee break ministry,avh en | &6 m putti ngddbreashls
youth groupds new mission project, a devotiona
habit that has «c¢hanged Trterperienuetiiasmessioffthings crashiig
makes me wonder: these structures, these crea-
Surprisingly, in my case, this firgterson narrative tion®d what are they there for? Why is there a
that was witnessing to the work of God turned Tuesday Dinner at the UofCalgary? Why is there
guickly toward o6dupl i c deaiTime?dWhy is there Sbnday momeng arshipe
for all pl aces. L et 6 mat yauuchutce?: YodthiGioup? Dewtionsh at  w
so this is what we should be doing everywhere.
As | listen and look, | think many of our patterns,
And, sure, we certainly can duplicate an idea or structures, programs, ways of being found together,

structuré define what it is, identify the parts, copy
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...On Tea Time and Its Connections (continued)

joy, sorrow, exhaustion, curiositywherever we were at, we  The University experience for me is about so much more than
came together. When she came to the Centre for the first timeeceiving a good letter grade in my classes; it is about being in
she was in awe, particularly by the extensive book collectionsone place as fully as you can be, and getting the most possible
But as we talked, her awe deepened as she experienced thisgood out of it. My participation with Paul and the team has
place. She is a very spiritual person herself, believing strongligelped me stay focused on this goal, and has introduced me to
in communities of people coming together from various placesther students who | can look up to and be encouraged by. And
perspectives, and faiths, loving the opportunity to live intentiofer this | am grateful! | look forward to continuing Tea Times
ally, the desire to connect your mind, body, and spirit to your into the winter semester; hopefully it will prove to be a fruitful
studying, and in bringing a more holistic perspective to acadespace for students to connect amidst the continuous whirlwind
mia. Tea Time, this Centre, this community provides a place fof papers, exams, and lectures.

her hopes and dreams to belong and take shape. ~ Jolene Hunter, student leader
- — /\
...Campus Ministry: a beautiful mess (continued) o

were originally created because something mysterious and bdmaen divided, and this beautiful creation is spread into many

tiful was happening. Growth. Something was growirsgcom- gardens. Sometimes, | look around the structure and realize,

munity of friends, a desire to worship in community, asensethat hat pl ant i s dead. 0 And ther
God was moving. There was something alive, growing, beginng to structure that props up a dead plant, is there?

ning to flourish. God had moved, the Spirit breathed, and some-

thing that reminded us of Jesus started to bloom. Andasthal t 6s a br il |l iant spiritual prac
grew, those that were around and experiencing the growth, beinga s h . And realizing that they
shaped and moved, said, dfiHogroahhwé s Tppsedyes blpsddeinelyoowphact
make more space, give it a bit of structure, support—;

ished the gro bsg‘gﬂe Spiditbut things have
it in a way that fits|[its an\é'tvu Pa\ﬁgémﬁgeﬁqmﬁ t it gs. Ht@ffere Makes the

beginning of the year qui

spiritual practice, as

And what happens when that bit of support is standing around, looking at collapsed structures,
added? Often, it flourishes. Just enough propping.turns out: letting | wondering which ones might come in handy
placing, naming, collecting, programming to let jt again this next year, and which ones simply need

take off. Ithink a church is often like this (atits| VW U X FW X U Htv/beput [ tekteaycling bin.
best, | suppose). Our Sunday School takes shape,
year after year, because we need a place foroir = S D\ Z D\ P|RolWhkat happens? | pay way more attention to

children, who are growing in faith, to belong. Apd what 6s | iving. I ot hi nk |
our worship service continues, year after year, beD WWHQWLR QviVaR &K DaWiN e her e? Wher e
cause we continue to have a community that wants working? Who is God working through? How
to come together, I i v i\l n tOoLYGLo(awcag Irsene esyppdrt thent?e n t o
the Word, speak together of our commitments, and
leave together as the living benediction of Jesus to the world.Every September becomes a beautiful @dssking for life in
the midst of collapsed structures. And readying to rebuild sup-
But campus ministry is odd this way. It seems that every yeapdrt for wherever God is at work. Thank God He always is.
have | et go of one or two structures; | have to let a &épro
crash. Something that supported a living community last year ~ Paul Verhoef, Christian Reformed Chaplain
now seems to be propping up...nothing. Perhaps the plant has
simply moved been transplanted. Sometimes the plant has

Prayer Requests for this season

x Papers, Exams, Finals! These are words that strike fear in the hearts of many. Pray for the students.
x For rest, Sabbath, refreshment over the holidays
x For a wonderful student leadership retreat on January 1416 3 with discernment to see what God is doing
x For Paul, Jessica, Kristen, Elena, Jesse, and Jolentthe TEAM that makes this stuff happen...



