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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1How would you answer a student who asks, “Is Mormonism a cult?” What would you say to a student who asks, “Isn’t living a good moral and ethical life enough?” How would you respond to a student who asks, “Why do you Christians think that you alone have the true religion?” The questions go on and on. The reality is that students are thinking of and asking questions. Often these questions are never answered or answered in a way which turns them off. Since we have begun our new study and resource center named, “Just ASQ” (Answering Student’s Questions), we have tried to listen to students’ questions. We have then asked, “How can we best answer their questions?” Christian students are coming along side us and have expressed an interest to become involved. They want to learn grace filled ways to respond appropriately to their classmates’ questions. Therefore, two big things have taken place. Students who object to Christianity have begun to formulate their questions and Christian students are seeking to learn how to respond in respectful, sensitive ways. We consider this to be a positive growing environment for everyone.
The International Luncheon began with fewer students than in previous years. We wondered why.  We could give a number of reasons. Who wants a hot meal on a very warm September afternoon? A career day is taking place on campus. They have begun a major construction project right next to the chapel and the flow of students has changed. The more interesting thing is that the weekly attendance continues to increase each week. It appears that so many students graduated last year and many others are not available during the lunch time, but as word of mouth flows through the university, more and more students are coming. Since the beginning of the semester, the weekly participation has grown about 50 students. Last week I was able to sit down with a number of Christian International students who want to witness to unbelieving classmates. They are grateful for the kind and gracious atmosphere which we seek to provide at the luncheon. 
As we move toward the end of this semester and into next year, there are three things that we want to build upon. First, we want to continue to build upon the interest of students who seek to become more involved in our campus ministries. As their interest grows, we hope to help them find specific ways of involvement and ministry which fits their desires and gift mixes.

Second, as we find students who want to develop answers to the questions of skeptics, we hope that some would like to spend 4-6 hours per week in our “Just ASQ: Study and Resource Center.”  We also want to begin a discussion group with those who seek to be equipped in interacting with students who have questions.

Third, this has been a very busy semester for Fran and me. As our two staff from last year moved on, one to give herself to full time parenting and the other to go back to school, we have felt the need for new staff. The good thing about pausing before seeking new staff has been the opportunity to let the ministry redefine itself. Instead going in the same direction as before, it has been good to patiently seek God’s heart about what new things He may want to bring into the ministry. As we have been observing the changing university landscape, we have been asking what areas of ministry should we drop and which new ones should we pursue. As some new things have come to light, we are now in a better position to invite others to join our staff. Pray with us that God would send the right person or persons to minister in our ministry.

Finally, we could use your financial help. Each year, we are responsible to raise $30,000 to $35,000 from businesses and individuals. Through October, we have received just over $16,000. A few individuals and churches have given quarterly this year. This has helped our cash flow. As we anticipate our expenses through the end of the year, we seek to raise $16,000 to $17,000 by December 31. 
Again, we consider it a tremendous privilege to minister at WMU. We appreciate your love, support, and gifts that make it possible for us continue in this special ministry.     

For Christ, the University, and the World,

Rev. Ron De Young, Campus Pastor at WMU   
